
Swedish Development Cooperation 
 
 
Development policies 
 
The overall objective of Swedish development policy is to support equitable and 
sustainable global development and to create conditions that will enable poor 
people to improve their lives. Equitable global development means respect for 
human rights and democracy, and is achieved by means of economic growth that 
leads to reduced poverty. Sustainable global development means that resources 
are to be used in a manner that is effective in the long term and ensures that the 
needs of the present generation are met without compromising the ability of 
future generations to meet their needs. This includes a forward-looking and 
sustainable use of common resources and a development process that takes 
account of social, economic and environmental effects. 
Sweden's development policy stresses the importance of enhanced interaction 
with multilateral bodies and greater involvement in EU development cooperation. 
The Strategy for Multilateral Development Cooperation provides guidance for the 
government ministries and agencies that work with the UN system and the 
international financial institutions (IFIs) or participate in EU development 
cooperation.  
 
Priority countries 
 
Swedish development cooperation is focused on: 
 

• Sub-Saharan Africa: It has the largest percentage of poor people in the 
world, and the countries there are the farthest from reaching the 
Millennium Development Goals. 

• Eastern Europe: Sweden is contributing to EU integration and to important 
reforms in countries of Eastern and South-Eastern Europe. 

• Countries affected by conflict: Sweden is increasing its involvement in 
countries affected by conflict, where lack of democracy, human rights, and 
peace and security make the conditions for development particularly 
difficult.  

 
Priority areas 
 
The priority areas for Swedish development cooperation include the following: 

• Democracy and human rights  
• Gender equality and the role of women in development  
• Climate and the environment 

These priorities are reflected in the planning and implementation of activities and 
programmes and form the basis of the ongoing dialogue with partner countries 
regarding national strategies to combat poverty. 
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Coordination and implementation 
 
Swedish development policy is coordinated by the Swedish Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. The Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA), the 
governmental agency responsible for the bilateral programme of Swedish 
development cooperation, is in charge of implementing the programmes and 
projects.  
Sweden cooperates with and supports many multilateral organizations, in 
particular various UN bodies (FAO, ILO, UNAIDS, UNDP, UNEP, UNESCO, 
UNIDO, WHO, etc.), multilateral development banks such as the World Bank, 
and the EU. Up to half of Swedish development assistance currently goes to 
multilateral organizations, and in several cases Sweden is one of the largest 
donors.  
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